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24 May 1983

Director of C.I.A. Denies Reﬁort
He Predg'cted Ouster of Sandinists

William J. Casey, the Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, denied yesterday that
be bad predicted that rebels had a good
chance of overthrowing the Nicaraguan
- Government by the end of this year.

‘An article in The New York Times
yesterday said Administration officials
end members of ~Congress  had ai~
tributed the prediction 10-secret testi-’
momry by Mr. Casey and Thomas O. En-
ders, Assistant Secretary of State for
Inter-American Affairs. The C.I.A. re-
tused to comment Sunday on the arti-
cle, and Mr. Enders did not return re-
peated phone calls to his home.
“No Soch Prediction’

Mr. Casey said in a staternent issued
in Washington by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency yvesterday:.

“‘As & matter of policy, I do not com-
ment publicly on allegations concerning
intelligence activities except when they
raise questians of legality. This morp-
ing’s New York Times stated that I and
Assistant Secretary of State Enders
have predicted that Nicaraguan rebels
bave a good chance of overthrowing the
Sandinista Government by the end of
the vear. No such prediction has been
made. There is nothing in the record of
tbe Congressional briefings which re-

. motely resembles the story in The New
| York Times.” :

A Democratic member of the House
Intelligence Committee, who was one of
the sources cited in the article, when
asked last night about Mr. Casey's
statement, reiterated what he said Sup-.
dav. !

That was that Mr. Enders and Mr.
Casey had 10ld members of the commit-
tee that ip the estimation of the C.1.A.
the anti-Governmem guerrillas, who
are supporied by the United States,
could achieve 2 military victory against
the Nicaraguan Government as ear}

as the end of this year. .

The committee member said yester-
day ‘tbat the predictions wep made
sometime in the last weeks.
Asked if they had come in secret testi-
mony or informal comversations with
members, the Representative said he
could not rernember. R
‘Casey ‘briefed 'the-commitree 'several
times inrecent weeks.and -that before
and after their formal prepared re.
marks they chatted with members of

‘The committee member said Sunday
that the remarks were made in secret
testimony.

The Times’s article quoted the Ad-
ministration and Congressional sources
as saying the predictions were made in
secret testimony to Congressional com-
mittees in recent weeks.

Both Howard H. Baker Jr., the Senate

| majoriry Jeader, and Thomas P. O'Neill

Jr., the Speaker of the House, said yes-

Mr. Casey or anyone else that the Nica-

raguan rebels had & good chance of

overthrowing the Nicaraguan Govern-
- -ment by the end of the year.

A staff member of the House commit-
tee said last night that peither Mr.
Casey nor Mr. Enders had ever sug.
gested in formal testimony before the
committee that the insurgents had a
reasonable chance of overthrowing the
Government. He said, however, that it
was clear from conversations with in-,
telligence officials that they would not
be unhappy if the insurgents were suc-
cesstul.

Representative Lee H. Hamilton,
Democrat of Indiana, a member of the
House Intelligence Committee: said
last night that he did pot recall hearing
Mr. Casey or Mr. Enders make the pre-
diction on the anti-Sandinist rebels. He
said he bad gone through a transcript of
testimony that both had given in which
neither of the two men made such a pre-
diction.

STAT

terday that they had not been told by | /dmiistration was complying with a

. Representative Norman Y. Mineta,
Democrat of California and a member
of the House committee, said he did not
recall hearing Mr. Casey or Mr. Enders
make such a statement in testimony be-
fore the committee. -

A Republican member of the Senate
Intelligence Committee who was also
quoted as a source of yesterday’s arti-
Cle could not be reached last night. ’

. ‘Convinced That They Can Win'

-A senier Defense Department official
was gne of the sources for the article in
The Times yesterday. On Sunday he
said that the armed opposition to the

Nicaraguan Government had achieved |’

Some Imajor victories in recent weeks,

adding, ‘‘We're convinced that they can

win.”” CL.A. officials havé also made|
this assessment in Conversations with

reporters that were not for attribution. <
- A State Department spokesman,
John Hughes, tilied The Times's arti-
cle “an inaccurate and misleading ac-
count of testimony given by Adminis-
tration witnesses.”’ He added that the

law enacted by Congress last year that
prohibits United States aid to military
groups in Central America for the pur-
pose of gverthrowing the Nicaraguan |
Governmen:.

Mr. Rughes did not deny that Admin-
istration officials had predicted that the
rebels might toppie the Nicaraguan

ent. He said be could not com-
Inent on that subject.
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